
APA Chemistry Syllabus
Iowa Colony  High School

2022-2023

Contact Information
Teacher: Coach Valerie Wingerson
Room: C203
Email: vwingerson@alvinisd.net

Tutorial Schedule
Mondays from 3:00-3:50pm in C203
Tuesdays from 6:50-7:10am at the POOL
Fridays from 6:50-7:10am at the POOL

Course Overview
“This is a college-preparatory course that prepares students for Chemistry AP.  APA Chemistry emphasizes the
concepts associated with matter, the Periodic Table, bonding, stoichiometry, solutions chemistry, gas laws,
thermochemistry, kinetics, electrochemistry, and nuclear chemistry.  Extensive mathematical problem solving is
required. ” (22-23 Alvin ISD Course Guide)

Course Topics
Introduction to Chemistry
Matter
Atomic Theory
Periodic Table
Electrons
Bonding
Moles

Reactions
Stoichiometry
Solutions
Acids and Bases
Gas Laws
Thermochemistry
Nuclear Chemistry

Classroom Norms
1. Respect your classmates, your teacher, and the classroom.
2. Be in class on time and ready to learn.
3. Conduct yourself in a professional manner (ex: do not use vulgar or offensive language).
4. During class, actively listen, question, and participate at all times.
5. No eating or drinking in class.  (Water is allowed outside of lab days.)

What Class Looks Like
Before the bell rings, please sharpen your pencil, pick up any assignments/warm-ups, sit in your assigned seat,
and begin the warm-up.  During class, actively listen, question, and participate at all times.  Restroom passes
will only be given outside of the first 10 minutes and last 10 minutes of class; restroom passes will not be given
during direct instruction.

Course Text and Resources
● Curriculum and other resources can be found on https://alvinisd.net.
● My School Website: https://www.alvinisd.net/Domain/8254
● Google Classroom: You will be required to join your class’s Google Classroom; through your class’s

Google Classroom you will have access to notes, activities, and assignments (note: some assignments
will be submitted through Google Classroom).

Materials Needed for Class
● Binder OR spiral notebook
● Lined paper
● Pencil, blue/black pen, and highlighter

https://alvinisd.net
https://www.alvinisd.net/Domain/8254


Tardies and Absences
My classroom door will close when the tardy bell rings. If my door is closed, you are tardy.

If you are absent (excused or unexcused), you are expected to make up all missed assignments (daily, lab,
and/or major).  Please check Google Classroom to see the assignments you missed while you were absent.  You
will have the number of days you were absent plus one day to make up any missing work.  All make-up tests
and make-up labs will need to be completed during Monday afternoon tutorials.  It is your responsibility to turn
in any make-up assignments.  Please note, you will see a 0 in Skyward for any missing assignments due to an
absence; the 0 is to alert you that you have a make-up assignment to complete.

Grading
A sufficient number of grades will be given to allow the student multiple opportunities to demonstrate their
mastery of the required content (TEKS) and acquire a grade average that properly reflects their learning.  The
Alvin ISD requirements for grading are listed below.

● Minimum of one grade per week posted in Skyward with at least 12 grades each nine weeks.
● Per nine weeks, students will also have a minimum of 3 major grades and 3 lab grades.
● No single grade will count for more than 20% toward the semester grade.

Grading Breakdown
● 40% Major (tests and/or projects)
● 40% Lab
● 20% Daily (activities, homework, quizzes, warm-ups, etc.)

Late Work
An assignment is considered late if it is not turned in at the time it is due.  I will not call for work after the time
it is originally due; it is your responsibility to turn in any late work.  All late work must be turned in before the
end of the grading period.

● One day late: 10 points off
● Two days late: 20 points off
● Three or more days late: 30 points off

Remember, some points are better than no points.  Please turn in all assignments!

Academic Dishonesty
Any student found to be cheating, copying, plagiarizing, or otherwise attempting to receive credit through
academically dishonest means will receive a zero on the assignment.  The student will have the opportunity to
complete an equitable alternate assignment that assesses knowledge of the same standards.  In addition, the
student will be assigned a Saturday detention.

Reassessments
Major Grades
Students who score 79 or below on a major test or project can reassess (during tutorials) for a maximum of 80
points.  Students who wish to reassess MUST attend at least one tutoring session to be eligible to reassess.
Students who wish to reassess must do so within one week of the grade being entered in Skyward.

Minor Grades
Students who score 69 or below on a daily or minor grade can reassess (during tutorials) for a maximum of 70
points.  Students who wish to reassess must do so within one week of the grade being entered in Skyward.  If a
student fails to submit an assignment on the day it was due, reassessment is not an option.



Electronic Devices
“The district permits students to possess personal cell phones for safety purposes; however smart watches and
earbuds are not permitted. Cell phones must remain turned off during the instructional day, including during all
testing, unless they are being used for approved instructional purposes.” (22-23 Alvin ISD Student Handbook)

Unless I announce personal electronic devices may be used for an approved instructional purpose, cell phone
usage is not permitted in my classroom.  Keep your cell phone in your backpack during class.

Consequences for Using Device on a “No Device” Day (or for non-instructional purposes):
● 1st Offense: Cell phone given to AP.  The student can only pick up his or her phone at the end of the day.
● 2nd Offense: Cell phone given to AP.  The student must pay $15.00 to pick up his or her phone at the

end of the instructional day.
● 3rd Offense +: Cell phone given to AP.  The student’s parent/legal guardian must pay $15.00 to pick up

the phone at the end of the instructional day.

Disclaimer
This course syllabus is a dynamic document meaning it is subject to change.  Any changes made to this
document will be communicated to you and your parents/legal guardians.



Iow� Colon� Hig� Schoo� APA Chemistr�
Please sign below to acknowledge you have read and understand the policies and procedures outlined in the
syllabus for this class. Sign and return by Thursday, August 26, 2022.

Student’s Name: _______________________________________________   Date: ___/___/___

Signature: _______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name: ________________________________________   Date: ___/___/___

Signature: _______________________________________________


